336                  NATIONALITY  IN  HISTORY  AND  POLITICS
The growing violence of the Revolution and the outbreak of
a reign of terror disillusioned many of the enthusiasts for the
revolutionary principles. Nevertheless, a large number did not
despair even when French policy became increasingly one of
conquest, spoliation and national oppression. Even Napoleon's
rise to power and his undisguised despotism, did not cause an
immediate outburst of national revolt. For years a large part of
the German upper and middle classes submitted willingly to
French domination and indulged in unlimited admiration of
Napoleon as a superman. The idea was widespread among the
intellectuals that the French, the " new Romans", would
dominate the world while the Germans would enjoy the benefits
of peace and order, and would excel in civilization as once the
Greeks in the Roman Empire did. It was a long time before the
national reaction against foreign domination and oppression
became an irresistible force, but when the war of liberation broke
out, national hatred spread rapidly and rose to a high pitch.
15.  FlGHTE AND NATIONALITY
The philosopher Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814) is widely
regarded to-day as the most important early pioneer of present
German nationalism. The German nationalists celebrate him
as their prophet, and a very active organ of their propaganda is
called the Fichte League. This view, however, is not shared by
scholars who have made a close study of his life and thought.
Professor Victor Basch, a French scholar of special competence,
concludes that all ideas of present Pan-Germanism were alien to
him, and that he has rejected and combated all of them.1
Another French scholar, Xavier Leon, whose great work on
Fichte and his time is the standard book,2 declares that " since his
youth until his death Fichte was and remained in Germany the
disciple and fervent apostle of the ideal proclaimed by the French
Revolution ".
Fichte sprang from the lower ranks of society and as a boy had
influence on German reactionary romanticism was immense. It is significant, how-
ever, that most of his followers and admirers found that his attacks on the Revolution
went too far and were too violent.
1 Gf. Victor Basch, Les doctrines politiques desphilosophes classiques de VAUemagne^ 1927,
pp. 97-102.
2 Cf. Xavier Le"on, Fichte et son temps, 2 (in 3) yols., 1922-7.   A'similar view is
expressed by H. Engelbrecht, Fichte, a Study of his Political Writings with special Reference
to his Nationalism, 1933.   Cf. further, F. Meinecke, Weltburgertum wd Nationalstaat
(many editions) ;  W. Metzger, Gesellsckaft, Recht wd Stoat in der Ethik des deutschen
Ideatisnws, 1917 ; Franz Haymaim., Weltburgetttm *und Vaterlandsliebe in der Staatslehre
Rousseaus wd Fichtes> 1924 ;   Kuno Fischer, Fichtes Leben. Werke und Lehre. 1000.